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BUSINESS  LEADERS WORKING TO END POVERTY

September 8, 2008

Majority Leader Harry Reid
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Reid:

The Initiative for Global Development (IGD) is a national network of business leaders that
champions effective solutions to global poverty. As IGD partners from across the country, we
urge you to bring the Global Poverty Act (5.2433) before the full Senate for consideration.

Introduced in the Senate by Senators Barack Obama and Chuck Hagel, the Global Poverty Act
passed out of the Foreign Relations Committee on February 13, 2008. It enjoys strong
bipartisan support with 31 additional cosponsors. Its House counterpart (H.R.1302),
introduced by Reps. Adam Smith and Spencer Bachus, was approved on September 25, 2007
with 84 bipartisan cosponsors.

IGD believes that global poverty is at the root of many of the world’s greatest challenges and
dramatically reducing it is one of the most powerful steps we can take in creating a better
future for us all. IGD advocates for strong U.S. leadership and effective policies as well as
private sector solutions to expand economic opportunity and reduce poverty. The centrality of
poverty reduction to U.S. foreign policy has been affirmed in the last two National Security
Strategies as well as in the policy statements of the President, the Secretary of State and other
high-ranking officials.

Global poverty will be reduced only if the United States uses the full complement of its
development policies — in such areas as aid, trade and technical assistance — as part of a
comprehensive approach that is focused firmly on promoting economic growth and raising
productivity. The Global Poverty Act is an important step toward this goal. It would require
the President to develop a comprehensive strategy for reducing poverty, incorporating input
from heads of government agencies, multilateral organizations and the private sector. This
strategy would set out specific goals against which progress could be measured on an annual
basis. We believe the articulation of a national strategy and clear development goals will
enhance policy coherence and greatly improve the impact of U.S. development assistance. The
act would not authorize new programs or require new spending.

As you know, this legislative year and this Congress are coming quickly to a close. We urge you
to use every opportunity to ensure passage of the Global Poverty Act this year.

We appreciate your attention to our views and thank you for your leadership in supporting our
nation’s active involvement in addressing global poverty.

Sincerely,
Sally Jewell William D. Ruckelshaus
President & CEO Former EPA Administrator and Director

Recreational Equipment, Inc. (REI) IGD Boatd of Directors, VICE CHAIR

IGD Board of Directors, CHAIR
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